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Bonnie Spindler puts her money where her mouth is when is comes to San 
Francisco real estate. Marketed as the Victorian Specialist for Zephyr Real 
Estate, San Francisco’s largest independent real estate firm, Spindler not only 
buys and sells these local historic treasures, she owns and lives in a vintage 
Victorian home too. Her house was designed by architect Absolom Burnett, and 
was built by the prominent Zellerbach family in 1893. 
 
As a kid growing up in Indiana, Spindler, 45, always appreciated antiques and old 
buildings. It was only a matter of time before she ended up in San Francisco as a 
real estate professional specializing in Victorian homes. With a background in 
advertising, antiques and design, and an affinity for buying, fixing up and selling 
properties, Spindler began restoring homes in 1983 and started in real estate 
more than 14 years ago. And, as they say, the rest is history. 
 
Working from a refurbished Victorian home along the Panhandle near Golden 
Gate Park, Spindler has helped hundreds of people buy, renovate and sell local 
Victorians. She is a resource for buyers, sellers, developers and restorationists 
interested in these historic properties. Outside of London, San Francisco is the 
best-known location for Victorian homes. A Victorian is technically defined as 
anything built during the time of Queen Victoria’s reign from 1837 to 1901.  
 
“There are no new Victorians getting built,” said Spindler, who with the help of 
her trusted staff, has been known to sell as many as five homes in a week. 
“These special buildings are becoming rare like an old coin and should be 
preserved and cared for. Victorians are well-crafted homes, intended for 
entertaining and to be lived in.” 
 
In addition to her expertise as the Victorian Specialist, Spindler also enjoys 
renovating properties and investing in the thriving Bay Area real estate market. 
She is active in local community, business and political organizations.  
 
Spindler attended DePaw University in Indiana and obtained two BA degrees in 
Psychology and Communications with minors in Business and English Literature. 
She has Masters level education at the San Francisco Art Institute. 
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